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Using Comics to Communicate
Legal Contract Cancellation
In-depth academic article
in which Marietjie Botes
investigates whether comics
can enhance understanding of
the legal process.
www.comicsgrid.com

Graphic Justice Discussions 2017, the inaugural event for the Graphic Justice
Research Alliance, was held at St Mary’s University, Twickenham from 4-5 July 2017.

Directions and Distractions, featuring
presentations by academics and
artists from throughout the
UK and around the world, gave
attendees the opportunity to share
their perspectives on questions of
comics, law and justice.
Including plenary addresses by

cultural legal scholar, Dr Tim
Peters (University of the Sunshine
Coast), and Hannah Berry, the
author and artist behind Britten
and Brülightly and Adamtine, the
event served as a meeting point
for both comic creators and
those who study them.

Will Eisner

Happy Birthday,
2017 marks the centenary of the birth of Will
Eisner, one of the most innovative and influential
graphic novelists of all time – ‘the father of
the Graphic Novel’. A suite of publications
celebrating Eisner’s work, including Will
Eisner: A Centennial Celebration, have
been released. There are also a variety
of exhibitions and other
events planned around the
world to celebrate this artist,
writer, educator and pioneer.
Neil Gaiman, celebrated
creator of The Sandman, has
published a piece for The
Guardian reflecting upon
Eisner’s contribution to the
medium: ‘He thought comics
were an artform – he was right’

If you were unable to attend
this year’s conference, several
abstracts and papers have been
uploaded to the GJRA Blog.
We’re hoping this conference will
become an annual even. Stay tuned
for further information about
Graphic Justice Discussions 2018!

The Village Voice’s RC Baker looks back on The
Spirit, one of Eisner’s influential pieces, and his
extraordinary journey to graphic novel pioneer.
The Imaginary Worlds podcast celebrated
Eisner’s legacy during a special livecast titled
‘The Spirit of Will Eisner’. The team was joined by
publishers, writers, artists and comics historians
to discuss the influence Will Eisner had upon
the modern graphic novel.
Will Eisner was not only a talented graphic
novelist, as shown in Contract with God:
and other Tenement Stories (which is
receiving a Centennial edition
release), but also provided
insights to aspiring artists
and theorists as to the unique
characteristics of the graphic novel in
Comics and Sequential Art.

“When the political
climate goes against
your own beliefs, it’s
easy to start feeling
small and powerless.”

New book

Terms and conditions

R. Sikoryak (Drawn & Quarterly. 108 pages. $16.95 CAD/$14.95 USD)
In Terms and Conditions, the most
bizarre graphic novel of 2017, Robert
Sikoryak transforms the 20,669word legalese of Apple’s iTunes Terms
and Conditions into a faithful, wordfor-word comic adaptation.

The Draw The Line website features
cartoons, comics and illustrations
describing positive political steps
anyone can take to get things
changed, if they want to make a
difference.
It started, as always, with a modest
idea. Myfanwy Tristram, Brightonbased maker of small press comics,
envisioned bringing five or six of
her friends on board to make a
comic that they’d sell at festivals and
conventions. But it the idea must
have hit a spark, because within a
few days, it had snowballed into an
international project, with over 100
artists keen to take part.

‘Political cartoonist’ doesn’t just
mean people like Steve Bell any
more, turning in a daily drawing for
the broadsheets — although that is
important work too.
drawthelinecomics.com

Sikoryak has managed to ‘Make
Contracts Great Again!’ This graphic
novel is an ode to legalese and a
homage to comic art – each page
featuring frames based upon some
of the most notable graphic novels
of the past century. The Amazing
Spider-man,Wonder Woman, Peanuts,
The Simpsons, Garfield, Calvin and

Hobbes are just a few of the pieces
Sikoryak draws-upon to perform
the superhuman feat of bringing the
iTunes Terms and Conditions to life.
Steve Jobs lives in this adaptation. His
iconic turtleneck, glasses and beard
transport across the artistic realms
as the contract continues relentlessly
on and on, recited ad nauseam as
his avatar possesses new characters
(a seemingly metaphoric depiction
of Apple’s grasp upon consumers).
Snoopy, Felix, Homer Simpson,
Popeye – they have all been captured
by the Jobs-avatar as they relentlessly
recite the terms and conditions.
The humour shines through as
the terms of the agreement are
partnered with the dramatic images
of these iconic characters - Marge
Simpson gasps in horror as she
is told the user is liable for the
misuse of album cover art; a SteveJobsesque Snoopy folds his arms in
disagreement as he tells the viewer
they may cancel their pre-order at
any time. By harnessing the power of
the aesthetic and the unique imagetext relationship of the graphic novel,
Sikoryak illustrates how images can
be louder than words.
Read more about Sikoryak and Terms
and Conditions in the New York Times.
You can read an except and purchase
Terms and Conditions online.

in...
little panels, big screen... Join
If you have something you would
Unless you’ve been living in exile on a tropical island following the destruction
of your Jedi Academy, or have been busy ‘bull’s-eyeing womp rats’ in your
T-16, you will know the Star Wars: The Last Jedi teaser trailer has been
released. At Polygon, Ben Kuchera has written an op-ed supporting Luke
Skywalker’s ominous words in the teaser.

We’re living in a golden age of comic-to-screen adaptations. Archie, Ghost
in the Shell and Logan are just a few graphic novels that have made their
way to the big and small screens so-far this year. French comic Valerian
and Laureline, Antony Johnston’s The Coldest City (aka Atomic Blonde) and
Daniel Clowes’ Wilson are a few recent non-Marvel/DC film adaptations
released this year.

justice in the silver age of comics

like to post on the GJRA blog,
we are always open to receive
submissions. Here are some
indicative examples of types of
posts, although other ideas will
always be considered:
Reviews of comics: Posts
summarising and highlighting
comics works with potential
relevance or interest to the
Alliance.
Reviews of academic
publications: Posts critically
summarising academic or
commentary texts of potential
relevance or interest to the
Alliance.
Analysis or commentary:
More in-depth posts (but not
necessarily) critically examining
or analysing particular issues or
works within the scope of the
Alliance.
General news: Posts sharing
general news items of potential
interest to the Alliance, such as
industry or publication news,
calls for papers, or news of
conferences and other events.
Click here for more information.

Are you a fan of the Justice League of America?
Darowski has released The Ages of the Justice League: Essays on America’s
Greatest Superheroes in Changing Times, a collection of essays critically
analysing DC’s Justice League from the Silver Age through to the present.

We have Nothing to Fear, but...

In ‘Fear’ and ‘Hope’ in Graphic Fiction: The Schismatic Role of Law in an
Australian Dystopian Comic, Cassandra Sharp explores the world of the
dystopian comic – revealing the hope and horror in the transformative
nature of law. Sharpe provides a reading of Craig Bruyn’s From Above that is
insightful, entertaining and timely.

Paradigm shift-Alt Delete

As technology changes, so does too does the experience of reading a comic.
In ComiXology and the Future of the Digital Comic Book, Hannah Johnston
explores how this medium is changing the graphic novel.

Post-Traumatic Strip syndrome

Andrés Romero-Jódar has released The Trauma Graphic Novel, a book
examining representations of individual, collective and political trauma in
popular comic texts. Romero-Jódar places work by Paul Hornschemeier,
Joe Sacco, Art Spiegelman, Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons under the
microscope in undertaking this study.

GJRA Membership
The GJRA is always looking for
new members, and it’s completely
free to join. Fill out this form and
you’ll be added to the Alliance
Members page.

